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Neighborhood Heritage and Sustainability

* Define sustainability at the local level
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Neighborhood Heritage and Sustainability

Define sustainability at the local level
¢ Introduce local knowledge into the discussion
** Understand change in terms of sustainability

Interview residents and document stories of change.
Establish indicators to measure change

Learning about: people and place



Agenda

Public Administration class: Research Design and Methods

** Census data and interviews

** Elizabeth and Janice

Anthropology class: Heritage and Communities
*** Interviews and archival data

s Story Map — a place-based visualization of what we
learned

s Katie, Maura, Brandon, Amy, and Kasey
Concluding remarks — Siobhan Hart

Time to engage Story Map and talk to the students



@ Neighborhood Numbers

@ Snapshot of a place, establish a baseline
© Compare neighborhood to city and region
© Examine change over time

© Demographic data from US Census
e 2000 Decennial Census
e 2010 Decennial Census

 2008-2012 American Community Survey Five-Year
Averages (sample)



The Neighborhood in the City
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The Neighborhood in the City

City of Binghamton

City divided into
16 Census Tracts

Neighborhood
Project Area

0 0.5 1 2 Miles
L 1 1 L | ( 1 1 |

American Community Survey 2008-2013 estimates Sarah Glose May 5, 2015



The Neighborhood — Census Tract 13
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Population Change

2,696 2,762
47,380 47,376 -0.01%
200,536 200,600 0.03%

Source: US Census



A Melting Pot — The Neighborhood

African
American

18.4%




A Melting Pot — The Region

Neighborhood |Binghamton| Broome

‘ (Census Tract 13) City County

White 67.5% 77.9% 88.5%
African-American 18.4% 11.1% 4.7%
Asian 6.1% 5.3% 3.5%
Other 7.9% 5.7% 3.3%
Latino 13.8% 5.6% 3.4%
Not Latino 86.2% 94.4% 96.6%
Born in US 89.0% 90.1% 94.1%
Born Overseas 11.0% 9.9% 5.9%




A Changing Place

Neighborhood
Project Area

Number of Years
in Current Home

|:| 5 years or less
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|:| 16-25 years
- 26 years or more
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American Community Survey 2008-2013 estimates Sarah Glose May 5, 2015




Educational Attainment — The City

Maximum Education Level
Attained

|:| Less Than High School

|:| High School or Equivalent

‘:l Some College or

Associates Degree

|:| Bachelors Degree or More

Neighborhood
Project Area

0 0:5 1 2 Miles
| l l ! | | | l |

Source: American Community Survey 2008-2013 Estimates Sarah Glose May 5, 2015




Educational Attainment — The Neighborhood
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On Neighborhood Businesses
Aspirations, challenges, and looking ahead

“When | was growing up, | really wanted to be a doctor
or lawyer and | didn’t get to do it. So | would really like
for my kids to get to do it. | would really like for my kids
to get to be doctors and lawyers. The store would be
something for them, part time. But | want them to go
out there and do better than me.”

“Technology has changed a lot of things with the way
that you work, and to stay educated on the
technology and heavy equipment is very expensive.
[But] you have to stay focused on it or your gonna be
out of the game relatively quick.”



On Neighborhood Cohesion

Challenges of community change

“There used to be families in the neighborhood,
if they weren’t on this block they were around
here, that had young boys that wanted to earn
money and they’d come to your door, they’d
have their shovel and, “Want us to shovel for you
lady?” And they shoveled, you know, and you’d
give them ten bucks and they were thrilled! It
doesn’t exist."



Poverty Across the City

Neighborhood
Project Area
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American Community Survey 2008-2013 estimates

Percentage of
People in Poverty

[ ] 146%-17.9%
[ ] 18%-27.5%
B 27 6% - 33%
Bl 33.1%-43.7%
B 43.8% - 70.9%

Sarah Glose May 5, 2015



Median Household Income

$60,000
$50,000 548,709
’ ® 2000 2012 ACS
540,000 $35,367
$30,000
$23,823
$20,000 -
$10,000 -
$O h I T
Neighborhood (Census City of Binghamton Broome County
Tract 13)

. . Source: US Census
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Unemployment Rates
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8.4%

Neighborhood City of Binghamton Broome County
(Census Tract 13)

Source: US Census



Housing —Percentage of Renters and Owners

B owner

Neighborhood I:l Renter
Project Area

Data: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census Sarah Glose May 5, 2015




On Changing Residents...

Challenges driven by external forces

“The population has changed here especially the
rental population, because there are no jobs.

When | first moved here in the 80’s, we had a lot of
high tech manufacturing businesses in the area. So
if you went out at night you had a lot of young
professionals that were out and about. A lot of
them. You know IBM they had so many IBM
workers here that they would rent a house and 4 or
5 guys would live together. They would live here
amongst the college students.”



$120,000
$100,000
$80,000

$60,000

Home Value

$40,000
$20,000

SO

*Median = middle

Median Home Values

W2000 W 2012

Neighborhood Binghamton City Broome County
(Census Tract 13)

Source: US Census



Median Rent

Neighborhood Binghamton City Broome County
(Census Tract 13)

. . Source: US Census
x* —_
Median = middle Adjust to 2012 dollars



On Changing a Neighborhood...

Notions of hope and rising to challenges

“You just have to keep working at it. And we’ve seen a great
improvement here. A big improvement with Crandall Street,
and this house here, people are starting to pick up and take
care of their places.”

“It’s been a slow process, but | think the fact that people are
concerned and are doing things and won’t give up on it, | think
that is a big difference right there.”

2 oo \‘& :_-‘—--\
Photo source: Safe Streets Facebook page
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On Changing a Neighborhood...

“| guess the growth of
neighborhood involvement is the
biggest change I've seen... and
probably the most important.
When you know your neighbor
and you speak to them, you're
more likely to care about what
they think and care about how
what you do affects them.”

Photo source:
Safe Streets Facebook page
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Stories from North of Main

This is a collection of place-based stories told by people who live and work in the
neighborhood on Binghamton's West Side north of Main Street. Binghamton
University students have partnered with the Safe Streets neighborhood organization
to identify what people value about their neighborhood (past and present), how it has
changed, and their future aspirations. This on-going project has involved interviews with
oldtimers, newcomers, community organizers, shopkeepers, and local small business
owners focused on what they value about their neighborhood, stories and memories of
neighborhood places, and what they want others to know about their neighborhood.
The stories told conveyed a range of values and attitudes, including optimism, diversity,
f determination, independence, and neighborliness, anchored in neighborhood places.

Listen to one resident talk about unexpected neighborliness:

[ nhoodstories |
° Neighborliness

North of Main Neighborhood

L
North of Main is located on Binghamton's S5u=

= ; - E 5 - e A West Side, from Glenwood Avenue east
to Front Street, and Main Street north to
the Norfolk Southern Railroad tracks.
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Victorian Legacies

Any passerby is likely to notice the large number of historic homes in this neighborhood.
Many of the earliest houses built in Binghamton’s West Side are in the Queen Anne style,
which was popular between 1880 and 1910. The identifying features of a Queen Anne
house are very steeply pitched roofs, wraparound porches, and asymmetrical facades.
Though Queen Annes are the most common type of historic building in the neighborhood,
there is an eclectic mix of Italianate, Gothic, Art Deco, and Stick Style buildings as well.
steeply pitched
3 " roof of irregular
L - shape, usually

with dominant
front-facing gable

partial or full- l ﬂ textured shingles

width asymmetical (and/or other
parch. ..-'.‘..lrlé one- > - A — .k.:’..) used o
story high and __ —— EEE avoid smoord
nlmdc.d .:M walled appesrane
one or bl

side walls

o]

Above, schematic of Queen Anne style home from A Field Guide to American Houses by
Virginia and Lee McAlester (1984). At right, an old postcard shows what historic homes
looked like c.1920 at the corner of Main Street and Chapin Street, image courtesy of
Special Collections, Binghamton University.

MAIN STEEET, LOOEKDNC WEST FROM CHAFLY STEEET, EDNCHAMTON, ¥Y
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Stories from North of Main

Turn of the Century Neighbors

One of the Queen Annes on Edwards Street was home to the Larrabee family. The
Sturtevant-Larrabee Company was a successful carriage and sleigh company based

in Binghamton. The current owner of the house shared the following:

"Enter my house and you may still find the ghosts of Chester and Emily Larrabee, who
built the houseand moved in as newlyweds in 1892. One day a man knocked on my front
door and told me that Emily was his grandmother and he has memories of playing secret
games with his cousins in the cupboard under the stairs. Helen Larrabee lived in this
house all her life, and | bought the house from her estate." Mary Webster, Herstory

The Sturtevant-Larrabee wagon, sleigh and carriage factory in
Cincinnatus, circa 1880.The business later moved to Binghamton and
evolved into the Larrabee-Deyo Truck Company.

Above and at right from Southern Tier Memories, images courtesy of the Broome County
Historical Society.

e
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Transforming Victorians

Though most of the houses in the neighborhood were originally built for single families,
by the mid 1900s many of those same houses were home to multiple families. Their larger
size could accommodate working class immigrant families who worked in nearby factories.
For example, the Binghamton City Directory lists one family living at 17 Edwards Street in
the 1920s. In subequent decades, several heads of household are listed for the address,
indicating a growing number of families calling 17 Edwards Street home.

Listen to a property owner discuss the transformation of a single family Victorian into
multi-family residences:

° Transforming Victorians
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Modern Renovations

Over the last few decades many homeowners have undertaken renovations. Some wish to
restore their historic homes to the way they looked when they were first built, while others
renovate to make their houses more practical for modern life. No matter the motivation,
renovating a historic home is a tremendous investment.

Here, a resident describes the process of renovating a previously vacant Victorian:

O =R

..-..o........:’>

At right, renovations of a Queen Anne Victorian. Image courtesy of Mary Webster.
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Roots & Routes

Residents of this neighborhood experienced the advantages of its proximity to the railroad

INova)Ways

when it serviced manufacturers nearby. In 1828, the Ithaca and Owego Line built a " A
railroad serving Binghamton and the surrounding area. With the construction of the Erie 7 p; 31E 7 J ‘ =T
Canal, Binghamton residents clamored for a connection to the waterway. The New York : . z f g " \-! P
and Erie Company opened one of the country's earliest long-distance rail lines, which was 3 5 ( ¥ T A by s 3
¥ 7 ] e SENCIR LR

commissioned in 1828 and completed in 1851. In 1914, the first experiments using
wireless radio were conducted on the lines between Binghamton and Scranton. By 1970,

/\ the passanger lines were shut down and, despite attempts to re-open them, remain
closed today, leaving only freight trains on the rails.

i

Here, listen to someone who grew up in the neighborhood talk about they way the tracks
separated the community:

o Boundaries Sound File
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Rites of (Under)Passage

The tunnels below the railroad provided access to the neighboring First Ward. Residents
fondy recall crossing under the tracks for both work and leisure and this porous boundary
helped money circulate along the 1.3 mile-long Clinton Street retail district. A regional
department store chain called Philadelphia Sales (noted for its seductive aroma of fresh
buttered popcorn at all times), was a popular place for young women to work. The flexible
schedules of schoolgirls alleviated the weekend and night shifts from older retail workers
who had familial responsibilities as wives and mothers.

Here, someone who spent his childhood in the neighborhood recalls the tunnels as a
gateway to employment, shopping and leisure:

[ nhoodstories |
o Rite Of Underpassage

..............;’>

v

Atright, a photo of the shopping experience on Clinton Street. Courtesy of Broome County
Historical Society.
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Taking Cover

During wartime, it was believed that factories and railroads would be possible targets
should the enemy decide to bomb the United States. Binghamton, and this neighborh'ood
in particular, was considered a critical target during the Cold War because it had both
factories and railroads. Earlier, during World War Il when citizens were encouraged to

pr'actice civil defense measures like identifying enemy aircraft, the tunnels under the
railroad were used as air raid shelters.

Listen to someone who spent his childhood in the neighborhood recount his experience
with air raid drills:
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Atright, Cold War era Press & Sun Test Issue. Courtesy of Broome County Historical
Society.

Emergency

) Issue

This Is A Civil Defense Test Issue

The Veslal

Emergency

C.D! Emergency Issue

VESTAL, NEW YORK

Saturday, July 11, 1953

Six U.S. Cities

Bgmbed; American

" Planes Retaliate
Albany, July 9 — World War

Three, feared and dreaded by

the free nations of the world,

exploded today with the drop-

5 ping of atomic bombs on six

citjes in_the United States’and

| the swite rétaliation against the

homeland of the enemy.

Formal declaration of war is
expected within a matter of
hours when officials who escaped
the effects of the atomic blast
in Washington can be assembled.

Without awaiting such 8
formal declaration, long range
bombers of the United States
Joaded with atomic bombs were
started on their mission of re-
taliation within minutes of the
receipt of the report of the at-
tack on this nation.

Beyond the bare announce-
ment that retaliation for the at-
tack would be swift and ruthless,
Army and Air Force officials
gave no indication as to the
number of planes dispatched for
the attack against the enemy.

Blood Needed

Desperately
An appeal for thousands of
blood donors to help  save the

e Jives, of _persons |

ed in the

Grocer’s Supplies
Limited; PLEASE
Conserve All Food

As near as we can tell, at
this time, all of the wholesale
grocery companies and food
warehouses have been destroyed.
This means that the only food
§n Brgome* County | is in" retail
grocéry™ ‘stores and in your
homes. By honestly telling you
the true situation, we feel that
you will do your part in conserv-
ing Your own supplies of food.
You can readily see that your
grocer's supply is limited to
what he has on hand and so we
are asking you to curtail your
buying to the bare minimum for
the next several days. We have
all had experience with ration-
ing and we didn't like it. This
will not be necessary if judg-
ment is used in limiting your
purchases. We are asking all re-
tail grocers in Broome county
to cooperate with us in this dis-
astrous emergency. They will
continue to give you your ac-
customed service but they will
have to limit your purchases to
stretch their supply on hand.
Just be reasonable for the next
few days.

' Try to be patient and above
all Conserve and Share your
Food.

..~ BROOME COUNTY

-Bomb Hits Binghamton;

24,

VOLUNTEERS
ARE NEEDED

An urgent appeal for volun-
teers to assist in rescue, med-
jeal and rohabilitation work was
issued today by Claude A.
Wheeler, director of the Broome
County Civil Defense organiza-
tion.

“Because of the widespread
destruction from the atomic ex-
plosion, workers of every type
are needed at once,” Mr. Wheel-
er said. “It is physically impos-
sible for enrolled Civil Defense
workers to handle the load"

Among the volunteers needed
are able bodied men to act as
stretcher bearers; women with
first aid experience for the medi-
cal division; laborers for rescue
work and unloading of supplies;
drivers for trucks and ambu-
lances; clerks, typists and tele-
phone operators; messengers
and cooks.

oxP. 8l I S -

a surprise enemy attack at

40,000 persons are homeless
All available Civil Defe
has been mobilized, with t

surrounding areas:

DON'T USE
TELEPHONE

An urgent appeal to all resi-
dents of Broome county and the
six surrounding areas to refrain
from attempting to use tele-
phones was issued today by of-
ficials of the Broome County
Civil Defense organization.

Pointing out that the main

R

telephone exchange for the city
of Binghamton has been destroy-
ed by the atomic blast, officials
declared that all available
lines are needed to handle offi-
cial ealls to Civil Defense offi-
cials and workers.

Tel

operators will re-

Ve =

Explosion of an atomic bomb over

000 Killed, 18,000 Hourt

Binghamton in
4:45 p.m. Friday has devas-

tated the entire central area of the city with 24,000
persons reported dead and 18,000 injured. An additional

nse personnel and equipment
rained personnel and equip-

ment of all types pouring into Broome County from the

Rescue efforts are being
hampered by raging fires
and blocked streets in the
areas surrounding the cen-
tral district of the city.

Civil Defense officials
stressed, however, that
every effort is being made
to provide mejicul attention
for the injured and that the
homeless will be provided
with food and shelter as
rapidly as possible.

The bomb dropped over the
city was estimated to have a
power of 40 kiltons, double the
force and power of the bomb
dropped on Hiroshima.

Casualties from the disaster
| were reduced to some extent by

PO
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Neighborhood Small Businesses

Many of the small businesses in the neighborhood today have deep roots and remain a
cornerstone of economic growth. There are long standing businesses that have persisted
and aspiring new businesses. One anchor business is H
It was formed in 1937 as a bank for federal employees and their family members, but has
since become a community bank for people in Broome County. The credit union also

constructed in 2002 to accomodate growth. Horizons FCU has contributed to community
development by sponsoring the construction of the Walnut Street Park to benefit local
families and children.

Here, listen to a small business owner and the credit union's president talk about
neighborhood businesses:

ns Federal Credit Union.

o Small Businesses

hoodstories - Small busi > 10

nhoodstories - Horizons »11

¢ | (Q~ soundcloud
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Family Businesses

This neighborhood is home to many family businesses. One multigenerational business is
ih_r_dl]_g—ﬁ_g"e-r;é}_a_tiarié-éf-t_ﬁé_j_dh-e_s family. Allyn Jones, his family, and the company have
sponsored community events in the neighborhood, including the annual Halloween Party
at Walnut Street Park.

P28 The full service gas station was established by the current owners' parents around 1951
on the corner of Main and Murray Streets. In 1964 the business moved to its current
location at the corner of Jarvis and Main Streets. In November 2010 there was a

staple of the neighborhood. The market's shopkeeper seeks to provide locals with
essentials at the family-oriented business.

Here, listen to residents and shopkeepers talk about these family businesses:

o Family Businesses

nhoodstories - JK Plumbing »12
nhoodstories - ServiceStation >3

nhoadctariac - Market 1

5 — e
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Home Businesses

The nucleus of this neighborhood is primarily residential, not commercial, as shown in the
zoning map at right. But the residential area is also the venue for in-home businesses,
such as child care, voice lessons, and a bed and breakfast, among others. Home
businesses are an integral component of the neighborhood and make it a place where
people live and work side-by-side.

Above, the Queen Anne Bed and Breakfast is an example of an in-home business in
the neighborhood. At right, City of Binghamton Zoning Map, accessed and adapted from LEGEND
Broome County GIS Portal.
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Beneath our Feet

What was at the end of Walnut Street before it was turned into a park? In the 1950s local
residents would use the inclined sandy bank there for wintertime sledding. During the

Co., makers of wire goods and one of the first to manufacture staples.

/\ Here, someone who grew up in the neighborhood remembers playing at the site that
became the park:

[ nhoodstories |
° Glass Bottles And Sand Banks

Binghamton Glass Company ad from the Binghamton Evening Press, September 25, 1905.
E.H. Titchener & Co. ad from the Binghamton Evening Press, April 15, 1904. Both images
courtesy of Special Collections, Binghamton University Libraries.

e ) e [ e ]
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Beneath our Feet

What was at the end of Walnut Street before it was turned into a park? In the 1950s local
residents would use the inclined sandy bank there for wintertime sledding. During the
summer, children would dig for hand blown glass bottles from the Binghamton Glass

Factory on Crandall Street, discarded as workers packed shipments on the Erie Railroad s

Line. The sand bank was then levelled and turned into a parking lot for E.H. Titchener & o

Co., makers of wire goods and one of the first to manufacture staples. iy 3
Here, someone who grew up in the neighborhood remembers playing at the site that >

Our light green gla_, Jottles are desirable

[ nhoodstories |
Glass Bottles And Sand Banks

B

for Horse Kadish—they give the radish the
proper color to make it look appetizinl:.a

Quality of our goods cannot be excell
Ask for prices on bottles and corks, =

Binghamton Glass Company ad from the Binghamton Evening Press, September 25, 1905. '
E.H. Titchener & Co. ad from the Binghamton Evening Press, April 15, 1904. Both images = 7 GL
courtesy of Special Collections, Binghamton University Libraries. 7 A .’ 32
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E.H. Titcmener&Co.

Everything in

Architectural
lron and Wire Work

Beneath our Feet

What was at the end of Walnut Street before it was turned into a park? In the 1950s local
residents would use the inclined sandy bank there for wintertime sledding. During the

Co., makers of wire goods and one of the first to manufacture staples.

Here, someone who grew up in the neighborhood remembers playing at the site that
became the park:
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Binghamton Glass Company ad from the Binghamton Evening Press, September 25, 1905.
E.H. Titchener & Co. ad from the Binghamton Evening Press, April 15, 1904. Both images
courtesy of Special Collections, Binghamton University Libraries.
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A Community Park

One of the recent changes in the neighborhood has been the establishment of Walnut
Street Park. Businesses, community organizations, the city, and PriceWaterhouseCoopers
Scholars from Binghamton University collaborated on the park design and build. Today,
the park is a gathering place for neighborhood kids and is where community events take
place, including an annual Halloween party. The park serves as an example of what can be
achieved when neighbors work together. It represents the hopes that many who live here
have for the future of their children and the neighborhood.

Here, a resident talks about the importance of the park to the community:

[ nhoodstories |
° dren And Parks
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Past Grandeur, Future Aspirations

carefully crafted details are iconic of the nelghborhood Currently held in trust by the
Broome County Land Bank, some hope to re-incorporate the residence into the
neighborhood as a community center.

Here, two community members discuss their thoughts about 47 North Street and their
hopes for its future:
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Past Grandeur, Future Aspirations

The histoirc property at 47 North Street has been home to Binghamton residents from

carefully crafted details are iconic of the neighborhood. Currently held in trust by the
Broome County Land Bank, some hope to re-incorporate the residence into the
neighborhood as a community center.

Here, two community members discuss their thoughts about 47 North Street and their
hopes for its future:
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Your Neighborhood, Your Hopes, Your Stories

Many places in this neighborhood--railroad tracks and tunnels, Walnut Street Park, 47
North Street--have deep histories reflective of the lives and values of those who lived
here. They also represent the hopes of community members for the future of their
neighborhood. Do you have stories from this neighborhood you would like to share? You
can submit your stories by email to nhoodstories@gmail.com or leave a comment on the
Sustainable Neighborhood Project website.

Here, listen to what one community member would like to see for his neighborhood in the
future:

[ nhoodstories |
o

Atright, children enjoy Walnut Street Park. Courtesy of Safe Streets.




